THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
that I speak for the United States as well as for the British Empire
when I say that we would all rather perish than be conquered.
And on this basis, putting it at its worst, there are quite a lot of us
to be killed. The Chinese Generalissimo, Chiang-Kai-Shek, has sent
me a message announcing his decision to declare war against Japan
and also against Japan's partners in guilt, Germany and Italy. He
has further assured me that the whole of the resources of China are at
the disposal of Great Britain and the United States. China's cause
is henceforth our cause. The country which has faced the Japanese
assault for over four years with undaunted courage is indeed a
worthy Ally, and it is as Allies that from now on we shall go forward
together to victory, not only over Japan alone, but over the Axis
and all its works.
The Japanese onslaught has brought upon the United States
and Great Britain very serious injuries to our naval power.   In my
whole experience I do not remember any naval blow so heavy or so
painful as the sinking of the Prince of Wales and the Repulse on
Monday last. These two vast, powerful ships constituted an essential
feature in our plans for meeting the new Japanese danger as it
loomed against us in the last few months.   These ships had reached
the right point at the right moment, and were in every respect
suited to the task assigned to them.   In moving to attack the
Japanese transports and landing-craft which we%e disembarking the
invaders of Siam and Malaya at the Kra Isthmus or thereabouts,
Admiral   Phillips   was   undertaking a   thoroughly  sound,   well-
considered offensive operation, not indeed free from risk, but not
different in principle from many similar operations we have
repeatedly carried out in the North Sea and in the Mediterranean.
Both ships were sunk in repeated air attacks by bombers and by
torpedo-aircraft.    These attacks were delivered with  skill  and
determination.   There were two high-level attacks, both of which
scored hits, and three waves of torpedo-aircraft of nine in each
wave which struck each of our ships with several torpedoes.   There
is no reason to suppose that any new weapons or explosives were
employed, or any bombs or* torpedoes of exceptional size.   The con-
tinued waves of attack achieved their purpose, and both ships
capsized and sank, having destroyed seven of the attacking aircraft,
The escorting destroyers came immediately to the rescue, arid
have now arrived at Singapore crowded with survivors.   There is
reason to believe that the loss of life has been less heavy than was
at first feared.   But I regret that Admiral Sir Tom Phillips is
among those reported missing.  He was well known to us at White-
hall, aad his long service at the Admiralty in a central position as